
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 17 November 2010] 

 p8993a-8993a 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Bill Marmion 

 [1] 

HOUSING SHORTAGE — BROOME 

721. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Housing: 
Can the minister please explain how this government is taking bold measures to address housing shortage issues 
in Broome that were created by and neglected under the previous government? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for his question. I am very pleased to update the house on the government’s 
progress in regional WA. I went to Broome a couple of weeks ago and visited the Broome Visitors Centre, the 
new Government Regional Officers’ Housing and the new social housing. I also visited the old Broome Motel. I 
would like to advise the house that the Department of Housing has purchased the Broome Motel to address the 
shortage of affordable accommodation for the very important service industry workers in Broome. This is a good 
news story, members opposite. The actual purchase price for the Broome Motel was $8.2 million. We will spend 
about $500 000 refurbishing it. Twenty-six rooms need refurbishing to provide kitchenettes. When completed, 
there will be 55 units in total comprising a bedroom, a kitchenette and a sitting room. The units will be managed 
by Foundation Housing Ltd, a not-for-profit community housing provider that currently manages 1 200 houses in 
Western Australia. The first tenants should be able to move in later this month. There will be 26 rooms. When 
refurbished, all 55 accommodation units should be completed by early next year. This accommodation targets 
essential service workers such as shop assistants, childcare workers, hairdressers, cleaners, tourist industry 
workers, and, most importantly, employees of non-government organisations, with a percentage being allocated 
to social housing. This is an outstanding achievement.  

When I was in Broome, both small business and non-government service providers highlighted the problems 
they had in providing accommodation for workers. I would like to refer to an article posted on The West 
Australian website by Flip Prior. She writes — 

The news that cheap housing for low-income workers could be available in Broome by the end of the 
month is welcome relief to Bohemia for Hair owner Tara Melville, whose hairdressing staff has already 
been chopped by astronomical rents.  

Ms Melville said the high cost of renting in Broome was the main reason her staff left but she couldn’t 
afford to pay any more wages. 

“Now I have four staff — I had five but I lost one because she couldn’t afford to live in Broome,” she 
said. 

“I never thought the government would actually help us out … I thought it was just: small business, 
deal with it yourself.” 

Believe it or not, 11 per cent of households in Broome—that is 3 464—are single, and earning less than $650 a 
week. We have over 50 applicants for one-bedroom accommodation on the public housing waitlist in Broome. 
Acquiring the motel will deliver additional housing very quickly. It is another great thing that the Western 
Australian government is doing for people in regional WA, and in particular for the people of Broome.  
 


